Civil Cases: Discovery

Although Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(d) prohibits beginning Court-sanctioned discovery
before the initial attorney conference, the Court encourages early discovery by agreement. The
Court typically allows parties to decide how long they want to complete discovery, but the
established cutoff date will be strictly enforced. Extensions of discovery dates are rarely given and
only for good cause shown. Accordingly, the Court will not accept stipulations to extend the
discovery period; the parties must ask for a status conference and explain the need for any
extension.

The Court generally handles discovery disputes itself. Therefore, before filing any discovery motion,
the parties must comply with the Court's discovery dispute protocol, which consists of three (3)
steps:

1. The parties must meet and confer in an effort to resolve their differences without Court
intervention. An email exchange will not suffice. Failure of a party to make itself available for
this conference may result in sanctions.

2. If these good faith efforts are unsuccessful, the parties must submit a joint letter! via email to
the Court's case manager regarding any discovery disputes the parties are unable to resolve.
The letter generally should be no longer than five (5) pages and must identify the dispute,
provide the most important relevant authority, and describe the parties' efforts to resolve the
dispute to date.

3. The Court will then schedule a conference with the parties (always held in person) to resolve
the dispute.

1 If the dispute is solely failure to respond, a letter by the moving party will suffice.



