Civil Cases: Case Management and Scheduling Orders

Immediately after a case is assigned, the Court will issue its Civil Case Practice Guidelines that
explains many of the requirements that must be followed in all civil cases pending before Judge
DeClercq.

After an Answer is filed, the Court routinely issues a Notice Directing Parties to Appear for
Scheduling Conference and Establishing Discovery Plan Deadline (Phase I). If there is more than
one named Defendant, the Court typically holds the scheduling conference after all Defendants have
filed Answers, unless doing so would cause significant delay. In addition, if a Defendant has filed a
motion to dismiss but others have answered, the Court will still hold a scheduling conference.



