
Motion Practice
Communications with the Court. The Court's staff is not permitted to give advice on motion
practice, including, but not limited to: 

Whether to file a motiona.
What motion to fileb.
The formatting of a motionc.
When to file a motiond.

1.

Seeking Concurrence. Parties must seek concurrence in all motions before they are filed, by
speaking in person or on the telephone with opposing counsel. The Court expects more than a
pro forma communication; parties are strongly encouraged to confer in good faith, prior to the
drafting of a motion. Failure to seek concurrence or adhere to Local Rule 7.1(a) may result in
the Court striking the motion. 

2.

Motion Hearings. Parties must not contact the Court to inquire as to the status of any
outstanding motions. Continuances of hearing dates will be granted only on motion and only
for good cause shown. Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 78(b) encourages the Court to submit
and determine motions on the briefs without a hearing. The Court typically does not hold
hearings when issues in the briefing are clear or when oral argument will add little to the
parties’ briefings. 

3.

Briefs. 
Searchable text. Parties must submit briefs in a searchable-text format. The Court may
strike motions for failure to file in the proper format. 

a.

Exhibits. Parties must file exhibits using the CM/ECF feature for exhibits. The Court
may strike motions for improperly filing exhibits. 

b.

Requirements for briefs exceeding twelve pages. 
Contents. If a brief and its accompanying exhibits exceed twelve pages in total
length, the filing must contain a table of contents, a table of authorities, and an
index of exhibits. 

1.

Courtesy copies. The Court does not require courtesy copies and prefers that
parties do not submit courtesy copies. 

2.

Citations. References to briefs, docket filings, or to another party's argument or
statement must include a specific citation to the docket number and "PgID"
number of the matter referenced. 

3.

c.

4.


