
Discovery
A. Statement of Resolved and Unresolved Issues in Discovery Motions. 

The parties and counsel are expected to continue to discuss resolution of their dispute after any
discovery motion is filed. If the parties are unable to resolve their differences prior to oral argument,
the moving party shall prepare a written statement of resolved and unresolved issues of no more than
5 pages, certifying that good faith efforts to resolve the matters in controversy have been
undertaken, and listing the issues with respect to which an agreement has been reached, as well as
the issues yet to be resolved. This statement is NOT to be filed. No less than 5 days before the
scheduled hearing, it should be sent directly to chambers through the “Utilities” section of CM/ECF,
by fax, or emailed to the case manager. 

Failure to timely submit the statement may result in adjournment of the hearing, or dismissal of the
motion, as appropriate. 

In the event that all disputed issues are resolved prior to the hearing, the moving party shall either
withdraw the motion or prepare a stipulation incorporating the agreement of the parties prior to the
scheduled hearing date. 

B. Potential Informal Conferences 

When the district judge has expressly referred all discovery disputes to the magistrate judge, the
magistrate judge is available to conduct an informal conference to resolve any pressing discovery
disputes. This conference may be in person, or by telephone. 

Where there are multiple discovery disputes, or where many motions are filed, the Court may set the
matter for a general discovery conference. This conference would be an in-person conference. 



Motion Practice
A. Authority to Hear Motions 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 636(b)(1)(A) and (B), and upon an order of reference from the district judge
assigned to the case, motions will be decided either by report and recommendation or order.
Dispositive motions may be referred by the district judge for opinion and order on consent of the
parties. (28 U.S.C. § 636(c)). 

B. Meet and Confer Requirement 

Except in pro se prisoner cases, no motion should be filed or considered unless the moving party or
counsel has conferred in good faith by telephone or in-person with all other relevant parties or
counsel in an effort to resolve the dispute, or has made a reasonable attempt to so confer. If the
conference with the relevant parties or counsel has not resolved the dispute, the moving party or
counsel must inform the opposing parties or counsel during the conference that the moving party
intends to seek relief from the Court regarding the dispute. If the conference cannot reasonably be
held, then the moving party must inform all opposing parties or counsel by letter, prior to filing a
motion that the moving party intends to seek relief from the Court. Any motion filed must state the
date of the conference or list all reasonable efforts to hold the conference and indicate the reason or
reasons why the conference was not held. The motion must also include a statement of the
unresolved issues and provide the adversary’s position as to each statement of the unresolved issues
and provide the adversary’s position as to each issue in controversy as stated by the adversary during
the pre-motion conference. 

C. Briefing Schedule on Motions 

In instances where the Court has issued a briefing schedule on a motion, that schedule applies. In all
other instances, the parties should follow Local Rule 7.1(e). 

A memorandum of law must accompany all motions and responses. Unless prior permission has
been granted, memoranda of law in support of motions or responses are limited to 20 pages, and
reply memoranda are limited to 5 pages - including footnotes and signatures. 

If a motion, response or reply includes exhibits totaling more than 20 pages, then in addition to the
electronically filed copy, a courtesy copy of the motion and exhibits shall be provided to the court’s
chambers. Relevant portions of lengthy documents should be highlighted. The courtesy copy should
be a filed copy containing the electronic date stamp on the top. 

D. Hearing/Oral Argument 

Parties may request oral argument at the time the motion or response is filed, this request should
appear directly below the title of the motion. However, the Court will determine whether argument
will be heard and, if so, will advise counsel of the hearing date. Oral argument is rarely held in
prisoner cases, or in civil cases where a party is proceeding pro se. 

E. Courtesy Copies 

Courtesy copies of the motion are not normally necessary. However, if a motion, response or reply
includes exhibits totaling more than 20 pages, or if any attachment(s) will not reproduce clearly (i.e.,
pictures, graphs, etc.), a hard copy of the motion and the exhibits, appropriately tabbed, shall be
delivered to chambers within 48 hours of the filing of the motion. 





Pro Se and Habeas Cases
These cases are generally decided without oral argument. A hard copy of any document generated
by the Court will be mailed to any litigant not represented by counsel. The Court does not have
funds to appoint counsel for unrepresented persons, but will consider appointment of pro bono
counsel where appropriate. 

Pro se litigants are expected to adhere to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The Court does not
give legal advice to litigants, and expects that pleadings will be in appropriate form. Letters to the
court are not pleadings and will be returned. 

A standing order for the conduct of prisoner civil rights cases will be mailed by chambers after the
case is referred for all pretrial proceedings. 



Scheduling Conference
When a case has been referred for all pretrial proceedings, the Court will issue an order directing the
parties to conduct a Rule 26(f) conference and submit a proposed joint discovery plan. The Court
will then hold a Rule 16 scheduling conference, usually by telephone, and file a scheduling order
based on the joint discovery plan. 



Settlement
The Court encourages the parties to consider voluntary settlement conferences when and where
appropriate. The Court is willing to serve as a facilitator upon the parties’ request and/or upon an
order of reference. These conferences will be held in chambers, and trial counsel and all persons
with ultimate settlement authority must be present. A short, concise statement of the issues is to be
submitted by each side directly to chambers, and is limited to 5 pages. 



Social Security
Oral argument will not be held in these cases. If service of the complaint is not reflected on the
docket within 120 days, an order to show cause will be issued to the plaintiff. 

Upon the filing of the transcript and answer, a scheduling order will be issued setting the deadlines
for the filing of motions, responses and reply. Requests for adjournment of those dates must show
good cause, a proposed order is not needed. 

The case will be ready for report and recommendation as of the date the motions are due or filed,
whichever comes first. 




