
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN

PREAUTHORIZATION OF PRO BONO ATTORNEY EXPENSES
IN CIVIL CASES

The maximum amount that may be disbursed from the Fund in any case is $2,000,
unless substantial documentation is provided indicating that additional reimbursement is
warranted.    Requests for reimbursement that exceed $2,000 require the completion and
submission of a “Preauthorization of Pro Bono Civil Expenses” form.  This authorization
requires the approval of both the assigned judge and Chief Judge.  Failure to secure
preauthorization will result in the denial of a request for reimbursement that exceeds
$2,000.

The list of presumptive hourly rates (Sixth Circuit presumptive rates as 
adopted by the Eastern District of Michigan eVoucher Ad Hoc Committee) for expert
services apply to civil pro bono cases unless special qualifications or circumstances
necessitate an hourly rate in excess of those listed.  In such instances, an ex parte
memorandum detailing the reasons to justify the higher rate must accompany the
“Preauthorization of Pro Bono Civil Expenses” form.  Such memoranda does not guarantee
the approval of the request.  Attorneys must refer to the list of presumptive hourly rates
located on the Court’s website.

Attorney Name:

Address:

Email Address:

Case Information

Case Number:

Case Name:

Judge Assigned:



Preauthorization Requested

Depositions & Transcripts

Investigative/Expert Services

Travel 

Fees for Service of Process

Interpreter Services

Photocopying, Telephone Calls

Total Preauthorization Requested $

Please explain in detail why these expenses are necessary in litigating your case:



                                                                                                           
Attorney's Signature (Date)

Approved:

                                                                                                          
United States District Judge (Date)

                                                                                                          
United States Chief District Judge (Date)

Rev. 05/2017
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